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Moordown St Johns is located in the Moordown area 

of Bournemouth. We are a mainstream primary school 

providing education for pupils aged 4-11. We are a 2-

form entry school with up to 30 children in each 

class.  

We are a Church of England Primary School and exist to further the work of 

Christ through high quality learning and teaching. We believe that all pupils, 

staff, parents and directors are part of a community of learning, where 

standards and expectations are high and there is a real purpose in being part of 

the family of Christ. 

In this report we aim to explain the processes and procedures we use to support 

children with special educational needs and disabilities. Most of this will be done 

through the use of Frequently Asked Questions (FAQ) 

Currently the school’s Special Educational Needs Coordinators are Emma Martin 

(year R to year 3) and Miranda O’Gara (year 4 to year 6) and they can be 

contacted through the school office. The director responsible for Special 

Educational Needs and Inclusion is Mrs Nina Laing and she can also be contacted 

through the school office.  

FAQ  

How do the teachers know if children need 

extra help and what should I do, as a parent, 

if I think my child may have Special 

Educational Needs or Disability (SEND)?  

The progress and attainment of each child is reviewed formally on a termly 

basis. This is done in consultation with the class teacher, the special educational 

needs coordinator and a member of the senior leadership team. Any child not 

attaining or not making progress is identified and strategies to support the 

child are discussed and implemented. 

Class teachers are continually reviewing progress and the needs of the children 

in their care. They constantly review and adapt their strategies to ensure each 

child’s needs are met and each child makes progress. 

If a parent has concerns that have not already been identified they are 

welcome to discuss this informally with their class teacher or make a formal 

appointment with the school’s SENCO (Special Educational Needs Coordinator). 



As a school we recognise parents are the people who know their child best and 

we always listen to parental concerns.  

If we as a school have concerns about your child we will contact you to discuss 

this. 

FAQ 

How will the staff at your school support my child?  

We offer support to children identified as having 

SEND in a variety of ways. This will initially be through 

class support, implementing strategies such as 

differentiated expectations of the work given, 

understanding a variety of learning styles and the use 

of visual resources. The class teacher is responsible for 

this universal support. Most children’s needs are met in 

this way. If the child’s needs are not met in this way then a targeted 

intervention may be offered. This could take the form of a small group of 

children working with a teaching assistant to go over prior learning and 

reinforce concepts that have been struggled with. If intervention is not 

successful, or if the child’s needs persist then an IEP (Individual Education Plan) 

will be written and the child will receive support, often on an individual basis to 

meet their needs. If further support is needed the school will involve outside 

agencies, such as the speech therapist or community paediatrician who will give 

specialist support. These three levels of support – classroom strategies 

(universal), intervention (targeted) and individualised specialist support often 

work in conjunction with each other. Each child’s needs are considered on an 

individual basis and a personalised approach is always used. The SENCOs 

oversee all this work but the responsibility for all aspects of learning remains 

with the class teacher. Parents are involved in every discussion at every stage 

of this process and are always informed about extra provision. The monitoring 

of this provision is the responsibility of the SENCOs. All interventions and IEPs 

are planned, recorded and reviewed regularly. All staff at Moordown St Johns 

have experience and training to support children with a variety of needs.  

Currently we support children in school with speech and language difficulties, 

dyslexia, dyspraxia, ADHD, moderate learning difficulties, global developmental 

delay, autism, visual impairment and hearing impairment and a variety of medical 

conditions.  

 



FAQ 

How will the curriculum be matched to my child’s needs?

  

Our aim is for all children to have access to a broad and 

balanced curriculum and class teachers plan and adapt 

lessons accordingly, so that all children can participate. We operate a system of 

hubs in school. Each year group, from year 1 – year 5, runs two hubs. Year 6 runs 

three hubs. One hub has a high level of support, more adults, and works at a 

slower pace, using extra time to go over learning and structure it in a way that 

makes it most accessible to children who need that level of extra support. The 

other hub has less adult support and works at a quicker pace, allowing children 

to move through their learning and reach greater depth where they can. Each 

hub covers the same work as set out in the national curriculum but this system 

allows for a variety in the pace of work and the level of support. Children who 

need individualised programmes have IEPs. In all cases it is the class teacher’s 

responsibility to ensure each child in their class makes progress. The planning 

and provision for children with SEND is monitored by the school’s SENCOs. 

FAQ 

How will both the teacher and I, as a parent, know how my child is doing 

and how will you help me to support my child’s learning?  

Parents are informed about their child’s learning through 

twice yearly parents’ evenings and an end of year annual 

written report. Children with IEPs have individual targets 

which are monitored at least termly. Sometimes more 

frequent contact is needed and this is discussed and set up on an individual 

basis. Some children have daily contact with home through home/school books 

or, in the case of children supported by one to one TAs (Teaching Assistants), 

through daily conversations. Parent information meetings are held throughout 

the school year to offer advice to parents about how best to support their 

child. These are often subject specific and sometimes specific to a particular 

group of children, eg. how to support a dyslexic child with spelling. At the end of  

Key Stage 1 and Key Stage 2 all children are formally assessed using SATs 

(Statutary Assessment Tests).  

 

 

 



FAQ  

What support will there be for my child’s overall 

wellbeing?  

At Moordown St Johns we promote a Christian ethos 

through the teachings of Jesus: to love God and to love 

one another. We strive to promote Christian values of forgiveness, acceptance 

and responsibility. We celebrate that there is something wonderful and unique 

in every person and encourage in children a sense of awe and wonder about the 

world. The school’s behaviour policy and ethos promote well-being and inclusion 

of every child.  

We use health care plans and intimate care plans to help meet the needs of 

individual children with medical needs.  

We have a robust policy for providing medication for a child when it is needed – 

always prioritising the needs of the child. We have a team of named, highly 

trained school first aiders.  

Many of our teaching assistants have had additional training related to 

emotional literacy. One is specifically available every day to support emotional 

and social needs on a regular or one off basis for children experiencing 

emotional difficulties. This additional support is often delivered in groups and 

sometimes individually.  

We use an emotional resilience programme in school called Trick Box, which 

works on a self-coaching model and encourages children to seek solutions to 

their own situations. All children have access to this programme.  

 

FAQ  

What specialist services and expertise are available?  

We have access to specialist support including a school nurse, 

community paediatrician, speech and language therapists, 

educational psychologist, OT (Occupational Therapist), 

physiotherapist, Vision Impaired Service, Hearing Impaired 

Service, counselling services, CAMHS (Child And Adolescent 

Mental Health Service), children’s social care, Early Help practitioners and a 

variety of voluntary sector services. We aim to find support for children and 

families as needs arise.  



Some staff are trained in the delivery of specific intervention to support 

children with dyslexia, speech and language difficulties, memory difficulties, 

etc. 

All teachers are trained and supported in managing the delivery of programmes 

provided by a specialist support agency eg. SALT (Speech and Language 

Therapy) or OT. The children who need this specialist support have Individual 

Education Plans (IEPS) or interventions where programmes designed by 

specialists are followed.  

 

FAQ 

What training do staff supporting children and young people with 

SEND have?  

All staff have mandatory qualifications needed in order to work with 

children and many have undertaken more specialist training in order to support 

the children in our school. All staff have experience of working with children 

with a range of needs. 

In the past year, we have specifically undertaken whole school training on 

understanding and supporting children with the following needs: expressive and 

receptive language difficulties; attachment needs; and children with social, 

emotional and behavioural difficulties.  

When a child joins our school with a complex need, we seek training and advice 

from the relevant professionals we work collaboratively with, as outlined above. 

FAQ  

How will my child be included in activities outside the school including trips 

out?  

All children will be offered full access to the curriculum and this 

includes any class activity outside of the classroom. Reasonable 

adjustments will be undertaken to ensure this inclusion. 

Appropriate risk management will be carried out as part of the 

planning of any visit outside of the classroom, and then 

additional support will be put in place. 

This support could take many forms including a higher 

ratio of adults to children, modification of activities, 

etc. 

 



FAQ 

How accessible is the school environment?  

The school is accessible including an accessible toilet. We have had a range of 

adaptations carried out to enable the inclusion of children with hearing and 

visual impairments including acoustic treatment in classrooms and yellow lines 

marking edges. We have children from a variety of ethnic backgrounds. Where 

English is not the first language spoken we will endeavour to find an interpreter 

to support the child and the family.  

 

FAQ 

How are the school’s resources allocated and matched to children’s SEND? 

The school budget, received from government, includes money for supporting 

children with SEN. The Headteacher decides on the budget for SEN, in 

consultation with the school directors. This is based on the needs of the 

children currently in the school. All resources, training and support are reviewed 

regularly and changes made as necessary.  

 

FAQ 

How is the decision made about what type and how much support my child 

will receive?  

All decisions about additional support are made as part of the progress checking 

process. Advice is also sought from relevant professionals about specialist 

support. Views of the child, parent, class teacher and senior leadership team are 

all taken into account. Support provision is regularly monitored for impact. The 

aim of support is to remove barriers to learning and ensure maximum progress. 

All additional support is monitored and reviewed by the Senior Leadership Team. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



FAQ 

How will the school prepare and support my child for moving onto the next 

stage of education. How will you increase their independence?  

We have strong links with our local secondary 

schools. The Year 6 children have arranged 

visits to their secondary schools and some of 

the more vulnerable children take part in a 

specific transition programme. We recognise 

that some children find transition and change more difficult than others and 

these children are supported in transition from year group to year group 

through the use of extra visits to meet their new teacher and a photo story 

book.  

We work closely with Early Years placements to support transition into our 

Foundation Stage. This usually takes the form of a meeting between the 

Foundation Stage teachers and nursery staff to discuss existing support. If 

appropriate, further meetings take place between our SENCO and the SENCO 

of the Early Years setting. This is sometimes attended by a member of staff 

from the Local Authority if they have been involved in the provision of 

additional support. 

 

 

FAQ 

How can I be involved?  

Moordown St Johns welcomes the involvement of 

parents in all aspects of school life. This may 

involve supporting your child with reading and learning tables and spellings, 

helping on school trips or volunteering in school. Volunteers should speak to the 

school office in the first instance.  

 

For further information, including our complaints’ procedure, please see full 

policies on the school website.  


