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In school, we follow the Letters and 

Sounds programme. Letters and Sounds 

is a phonics resource published by the 

Department for Education 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=rYx

nmiIvCWc

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=rYxnmiIvCWc


KEY TERMINOLOGY

 Phoneme - The smallest unit of sound. There 
are approximately 44 phonemes in English (it 
depends on different accents).

 Phonemes can be put together to make words.

 Grapheme - A way of writing down a 
phoneme. Graphemes can be made up from 1 
letter e.g. p, 2 letters e.g. sh, 3 letters e.g. tch or 4 
letters e.g ough.

 Diagraph – two letters – one sound e.g. ck, sh, 
th

 Trigraph – three letters – one sound e.g. igh, ure

 Blending – putting sounds together

 Segmenting – separating the sounds



PHASE 2
Set 1: s, a, t, p
Set 2: i, n, m, d
Set 3: g, o, c, k
Set 4: ck, e, u, r
Set 5: h, b, f, ff, l, ll, ss



PHASE 3
Set 6: j, v, w, x
Set 7: y, z, zz, qu
Consonant digraphs: ch, sh, 
th, ng

Vowel digraphs: ai, ee, igh, oa, 
oo, ar, or, ur, ow, oi, ear, air, 
ure, er



PHASE 4
This phase consolidates all 
the children have learnt in 
the previous phases.
We also look at initial and 
final blends e.g. bl, cl, nt.



SEGMENTING
Breaking down words for spelling.

cat
c  a  t



SEGMENTING

Queen
qu ee n



BLENDING
Building words from phonemes to 

read.

c  a  t
cat



BLENDING

Qu ee n
queen



Have a go yourself at 

putting the sound 

buttons on the words!







TRICKY WORDS

 In each phase there are tricky words to learn and 

these can’t be sounded out. They just need to 

learn them. 



RESOURCES

https://www.bbc.co.uk/cbeebies/grownups/the-alphablocks-guide-

to-phonics

https://www.bbc.co.uk/cbeebies/grownups/the-alphablocks-guide-to-phonics


TOP TIPS ON PHONICS

 Say the sounds correctly!

 It’s important that the sounds are pronounced 
correctly, as they would sound in speech. Try not 
to add ‘uh’ to consonant sounds, such as /t/ and 
/p/, as this makes it trickier to blend the sounds 
together into words. 

 Link sounds and letters to make words - children 
are taught in school to quickly see a link between 
the phoneme (sounds) and a written 
representation of that sound (grapheme). At 
home, encourage your child to do the same when 
playing with fridge magnets in the kitchen, for 
example, or ‘writing’ when you are writing.



THINGS YOU CAN DO AT HOME TO HELP!

 Keep practicing the sounds that are sent home.

 Sound spot when you are out and about.

 Encourage your child to write – don’t always correct them 
when they make mistakes with letters – they will try to 
write phonetically!

 Alphabet cereal – find letters

 Sticky notes with the letters on – can they go on a sound 
hunt.

 Matching pairs with letters

 Write letters or word on sticky notes and go round making 
tally charts or collecting them and saying them as they find 
them.

 Play Kims games with items that have that sound or with 
actual letters.

 Fly swats making an excellent game for splatting letters or 
words!



WHY READ WITH YOUR CHILD?





READING IN RECEPTION

 With the new development matters for EYFS 

reading has become a really important part of the 

curriculum. 

 This includes reading familiar books lots of time 

(we have 10 books that we reread with the 

children). A lovely reading corner for the children 

to visit and key books that are linked with their 

topic. 

 Reading using phonics and comprehension of 

what they have read is also key to the 

development of reading. 



HELPING YOUR CHILD NOW!

 Your child should hopefully be sound spotting and 
recognising some of the letters in the book – say a 
letter and get your child to point to the letter – how 
many times can you find the letter.

 Play I spy – how many things can you find in the book 
that begin with that letter.

 When they are confident with the sounds – try to read 
the sounds in the word (if they are sounds that we 
have done!) – you might see your children doing robot 
arms to segment the word – encourage them to do 
this! 

 Also find a word that they might be able to read and 
have a go at this together. 

 Some children may be ready to blend – we call it 
squeezing it back together – don’t rush this – this 
takes time!



WHY READ EACH BOOK 2 TIMES?

 First read is for decoding – you will find that at first 
your child will be segmenting  - breaking up (robot 
arms) and blending ( squeezing it back together) most 
words.

 Second read is for pace with maybe some decoding. 
Can they recall the main events of the story?

 Most important – don’t step in too quickly give them 
chance to segment and blend.

 If they are tired – still read! Read a page each or read 
some of the words and they read a few. Share the 
book with them. 

 The children like getting their marvellous me badges 
for their reading!

 Use questions to extend the comprehension of things 
that they have read. 




