
 

 

How do I use modal verbs? 

Modal verbs help to express the certainty, ability or obligation of the main verb in a sentence. For 

example: 

1. I can do my homework. 

2. I should do my homework. 

What is the main verb in each sentence?  

What is the modal verb in each sentence? 

How is the meaning in each of the sentences different?  

1. Circle the modal verbs in this group: 

should must swim might eat run can 

can’t play may ought  will write won’t 

2. Underline the modal verb in each sentence below.  

a. Harry can swim. 

b. Jenny ought to go home. 

c. My brother shouldn’t use my tablet.  

3. Choose the correct meaning for each sentence: 

a. I can swim. 

I like swimming. I am able to swim. 

b. You ought to listen! 

It’s a good idea for you to listen. You need to listen! 

c. I have to go now. 

I need to go now. I’ll go when I want to. 

d. We may not have to wear a school uniform. 

We can wear a school  

uniform if we like 
We need to wear a school uniform. 

e. He will help you. 

He definitely will help you. It’s possible that he will help you. 

f. You shouldn’t eat pizza every day. 

It’s a good idea to eat  

pizza every day 

It’s not a good idea to  

eat pizza every day. 



 

 

4. Change the meanings of the following sentences by swapping the modal verbs. 

can 
 

can’t should 
 

shouldn’t 

must 
 

mustn’t will 
 

won’t 

may 
 

may not would 
 

wouldn’t 

could 
 

couldn’t might 
 

mightn’t 

shall 
 

shan’t ought  
 

oughtn’t  

 

She can drive. 
 

She can’t drive.  

a. You should run across the road. 

 ..................................................................................................  

b. I mustn’t do my homework. 

 ..................................................................................................  

c. I won’t help you. 

 ..................................................................................................  

d. It may rain tomorrow. 

 ..................................................................................................  

e. I must catch two buses to school. 

 ..................................................................................................  

f. We ought to listen to our parents. 

 ..................................................................................................  

g. They may not join the team. 

 ..................................................................................................  

h. He doesn’t have to help his mum. 

 ..................................................................................................  

5. Now choose five modal verbs and write your own sentences. 

 .......................................................................................................  

 .......................................................................................................  

 .......................................................................................................  

 .......................................................................................................  

 ....................................................................................................... 



 

 

Modal verbs - answers 

1.  

should must swim might eat run can 

can’t play may ought  will write won’t 

2. Underline the modal verb in each sentence below.  

a. Harry can swim. 

b. Jenny ought to go home. 

c. My brother shouldn’t use my tablet.  

3. Choose the correct meaning for each sentence: 

a. I can swim. 

I like swimming. I am able to swim. 

b. You ought to listen! 

It’s a good idea for you to listen. You need to listen! 

c. I have to go now. 

I need to go now. I’ll go when I want to. 

d. We may not have to wear a school uniform. 

We can wear a school  

uniform if we like 
We need to wear a school uniform. 

e. He will help you. 

He definitely will help you. It’s possible that he will help you. 

f. You shouldn’t eat pizza every day. 

It’s a good idea to eat  

pizza every day 

It’s not a good idea to  

eat pizza every day. 

4.  
a. You shouldn’t run across the road. 

b. I must do my homework. 

c. I will help you. 

d. It may not rain tomorrow. 

e. I mustn’t catch two buses to school. 

f. We oughtn’t listen to our parents. 

g. They may join the team. 

h. He does have to help his mum. 


