
WELCOME TO YEAR 1!



Your teachers and Teaching 
Assistants:

Mrs Legg
Miss Penna

Mrs Loughland
Mrs Sheppard
Mrs Laing 

Mrs Warren



In Year 1 we are working to encourage children 
to be independent when:
• Changing their books on a Monday, Wednesday 

and Friday
• Changing for P.E. on a Monday afternoon
• Asking to use the toilet
• Working at their tables
• Giving in their Reading Record Books
• Bringing letters home



Swimming
 Swimming is on a Wednesday morning and there are two 

groups per class. 

` 9:00 - 9:20

9:20 - 9:40

9:40 - 10:00

10:00 - 10:20

 Swimming is part of the P.E. National Curriculum and an 
important part of your child’s learning. 

 If your child is unwell and cannot swim, we need this in 
writing. If it is a regular occurrence then a doctor’s note 
will be required.

 We do request that you arrange for someone to change 
your child if you are unavailable as we are limited to staff 
and they are responsible for transitioning children to and 
from the swimming pool alongside assisting at the pool. 

M



Curriculum
 We aim to do English and Maths activities in the 

morning and Foundation subjects in the afternoon.

 Particularly in the Autumn term afternoons have an 
element of ‘Let’s Learn’ where children can choose 
their own learning through play as in Reception.

 We do have a focus on early reading and phonics in 
preparation for the Statutory Phonics Screen at the 
end of Year 1. We encourage children to gain a degree 
of ‘fluency’ before moving up to the next colour band 
in reading.

 In Year 1 there will be more adult directed tasks and 
we encourage the other children to work 
independently.
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During the Autumn term, Year One will be working hard and learning 

successfully by: 

Trips 
Possible walk to the church to look at the changes in 

the environment through Autumn/ Signs of Autumn. 

TBC 

 

Project Overview 
Stickman, poems and information texts will be a 

stimulus for much of the learning through the 

Autumn Term. 

 

History  

The children will be looking at how 

their lives have changed since they 

were born, including timelines, and 

looking at artefacts from the past.  

 

RE  
The children will be learning about 

the story of creation and will 

sequence the story.  They will also be 

learning about why Christmas is 

important to Christians. 

Science 
The children will be exploring 

different weather patterns. They will 

design their own weather station and 

make one idea from their plan. They  

will then record weather changes. 

 
D&T 
Through the topic of Autumn the 

children will have an opportunity 

to make clay hedgehogs. 

 

PE 

Through dance and gymnastics, the 

children will explore different ways 

of moving their bodies. 

 

Art 
The children will be using paint to 

explore different textures. They will 

also be using  a ‘wash’ to create a 

different effect and using collage to 

enhance a picture.  Exploring pastels 

whilst completing an observational 

drawing. 

 

Worship 

This term our worship themes will 

centre around the fruits of the spirit. 

We will so be thinking about 

creation. 

Geography 
We will be looking at changes in our 

environment through the seasons 

and using language to describe the 

features of a location. 

 

English 
The children will : 

Use capitals, finger spaces 

and full stops in their 

writing. 

Sequence simple sentences 

to form short narratives. 

Become familiar with key 

stories. 

Identify and discuss main 

characters. 

Use their phonics skills to 

spell new words. 

Read common exception 

words.  Re-read books to 

build up fluency. 

 

  

Maths 

The children will :- 

Read and write numbers to 

20. Use the language of 

more than/less than. 

Measure height/weights 

and record.  

Recognise and name 2D 

and 3D shapes. 

Read, write and understand 

add, subtract and equals 

signs. Solve one-step 

problems.  Explore missing 

number problems through 

sequencing. 

 

 
Year Group Information 

PE – Monday afternoon 

Swimming – Wednesday morning  

Book changing – Monday, Wednesday, Friday. 

Spelling check – Thursday 

 



Spellings
 There will be weekly spelling tests which are based 

on the school spelling scheme –These can be found 
at the front of your children’s Reading Record Book. 
Year 1 children are expected to progress through 
them each week. 

 We begin with a 30 minute lesson, followed by 2 
spelling starters and finally a short burst daily.

 Words are tested in a verbal dictated sentence 
where the children have to write the spelling word 
only. The test will be on a Thursday. Marvellous Me 
badges will be awarded for top marks!



Homework

 This year we will be changing our approach to homework as a whole 
school, focusing on what has the most impact on children's learning 
and development.

 Home Learning has not stopped. There will be a greater focus on key 
skills such as reading and spelling.

 Spelling could be practised on Spelling Shed

 There is an expectation that ALL children will read five times a week.

 Year 1 will also be shortly using My Rising Stars online reading books, 
which will be changed by the class teacher weekly.

 There will also be other enrichment activities for you to complete 
with your child at home but these do not need to be brought into 
school. This is to help foster a love of learning at home.



Children’s work

Children will have the following books:

 Handwriting

 English 

 Independent writing

 Guided Reading

 Maths

 Science

 RE

 History

 Geography

 Art/D&T



The classrooms and cloakrooms
You will need to have named:
 PE kit – List is included in the school prospectus

 Snack (fruit/vegetable) and water bottle (as before)
 Book Bag
 Lunch box if not having a hot school meal

 Reading Record Book
 School jumper/cardigan/hat
 Please encourage your child to be independent in coming into 

class and managing their personal belongings.

 Can we please ask that your child does not bring in any toys of 
any kind to school as it is too easy for them to become lost or 
broken!



Handwriting

 For the first few weeks we will check that all 
the letter formations are established.

 We then reinforce teaching horizontal and 
vertical joins and tricky letters.



Feedback

 As part of a new whole school focus, led by new Ofsted 

guidelines, we are changing our approach to marking and 

feedback.

 The focus for year 1 will be that feedback                           is:

 Child-friendly

 Accessible

 Positive

 In the moment

 Verbal with the use of marking codes



Trick Box
Trick Box helps children to…………………….

Build confidence

Manage emotions and anxiety                                         

Develop communication skills 

Set and achieve goals 

Coach themselves through 

challenges

This is done through using a variety of 

‘tricks’.



It helps the children to use ABCD

A – Accept – What’s going on. So this is what’s 
going on. How does that make you feel? So this is 
how it makes you feel.
B – Be -You want it to be better. How could it be 
better?
C-Choose – What can you choose to do?
D- Do- Do it!

If your child would like their own Trick Box cards 
you are able to purchase through Wise Pay.





Behaviour Management

Rewards are given in a variety of ways for 
positive reinforcement.

We continue to have the learning ladder.

Children ending the day on Gold will come out 
with a sticker or a Marvellous Me badge.

Reading 5 times a week earns a ‘Marvellous Me’ 
badge as in Reception.

Top marks for spelling with also receive a 
MarvellousMe.



Parents evening

We will be offering a parents evening 
in the Autumn Term to talk about 
how your child is settling into Year 
One.



Any other questions……………………………….

If you have any concerns about your child 
please see us as soon as possible. This can be 
done after school. We want to ensure that 
your child enjoys Year One and that we are 
available to support both you and your child.


