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As 2018 draws to a close, our children 

have reminded us of the story that gives 

Christmas its true meaning: Joseph and Mary 

bringing peace, joy, hope and love into the 

world. 

I hope that this Christmas is one 

where your families can find 

inspiration from the Christmas 

nativity story, told so well by our 

whole school in their performances 

and Carol Services. 

Today’s KS2 Carol Services and the 

Nativity Plays, prepared by Reception 

Year, Years 1 & 2 were superb ‘productions’ 

and a big ‘Well done’ to the children and staff 

involved. 

School Performance League Tables ~ We are 
proud to have performed so well again this year in 

the school performance league tables.  A real team effort from staff, pupils and parents.  
For further details please visit https://www.compare-school-performance.service.gov.uk/  

REMINDER - 
School finishes 

at 12.30PM  
on Thursday 
20 December 

No school lunch 

 

Thank you to everyone who supported this 
year’s Christmas Fayre -  
we hope you enjoyed it!   

We  raised an amazing £1,864.34!!  Thank 
you to everyone who spent time helping us 

prepare, and all the stall holders who helped on the 
night. Thank you to all the staff for their support, and 
Steve, our Site Manager, who always goes above and 

beyond to organise the hall and tidy up  
after us!  We really couldn't do it without you all! 

A special thank you goes to The Cottage Loaf 
Bakery who kindly donated 50 mince pies for us to sell. 

 

The PFA would like to wish you all a very Merry 
Christmas, and Happy New Year!  

Reception Year 
Visit the Reindeer 

at Stewarts  
Garden Centre 

 
“The reindeers were 
my favourite 
because I liked 
seeing them playing 
with the tree”, 
Isabella,RF. 

 
 
“The reindeers 
were my 
favourite because 
Jingle was small 
and Comet was 
big”,  
Harriet H, RP. 

 

LOST PROPERTY COLLECTION 
 

There will be a lost property collection on  
Thursday 20 December at 12.30pm in the 

main playground by Year 2/3classrooms. 
Please come along and claim any lost property. 

Please remember to name all your child’s uniform  
and clothing so that items can easily be  

reunited with owners. 

https://www.compare-school-performance.service.gov.uk/


                                                              

 At the end of the Autumn term there is 
always the excitement and expectation of 
Christmas approaching. Mary and Joseph, 
the parents of Jesus are rightly an 
important part of the wonderful Christmas 

story. I have reflected on the importance and influence 
of parents and the roles they play as part of this 
school´s local community. 
 

We have a number of Directors who are also parents of 
children at Moordown St.Johns. Their input of time and 
commitment and the experiences they share are 
valuable in shaping our work as a Board. 
 

Developing the Christian ethos of the school and 
building stronger links with the local Church is an 
ongoing focus of the Board. Father Michael, the new 
parish priest of Winton, Moordown and Charminster, 
recently led a visioning day for the churches. One of 
their main aims is to engage and support the young 
people and parents of local schools. Father Michael has 
already been spending time with classes and showing 
them St John´s Church. This church has a long history 
with the school stretching back to 1853 and there are 
many benefits and importance in keeping the 
relationship strong.  
 

The Directors in their learning walks this term have 
been focusing on spelling, maths and the hub system. 
Directors also have individual responsibilities for links 
with subject leads and key focuses for the school such 
as finance, safeguarding and attendance. The school 
has a government target for attendance of children and 
it works collaboratively with parents to ensure children 
benefit from their learning time. We also saw the great 
work that volunteers do in helping in school with 
reading, although not a substitute for reading with a 
parent at home, it does allow extra intervention in this 
key area of learning.   
 

The finances of the school are continuously monitored 
by our Board. There are always areas that need further 
investment to provide more resources for the children if 
our budget allowed it. The parents and friends 
association (PFA) allows such investment, through its 
fundraising, that otherwise the school could not afford. 
The numerous events, amazing Christmas Fayre and 
creative ideas, which are enjoyed by the children, raise 
these funds and we are grateful to the parents who 
voluntarily put in so much time and energy. 
 

The role of parents whether it be as  a Director, 
member of the PFA, a volunteer or encouraging their 
child with their school life and learning, all plays a part 
in our school´s community and we are grateful to you 
all. 
 

Our thanks and admiration go to all the staff for their 
time and dedication given to the children of Moordown 
St John’s.  
 

I wish them and all of you a Happy Christmas. 
 

Andy Swain, Chair of Directors 

 

A Message  
from the  

Chair of  Directors                     

Father Michael Smith 
 
I’m delighted to be the new 
Rector (Vicar) of the Parish of 
Winton, Moordown and 
Charminster which includes 
pastoral responsibility for 
Moordown St John’s School. 
It’s a great privilege to be part of a 
parish with buildings and a 
community that goes back over 
100 years. A little bit about me!  
 

I was born just before Neil Armstrong first stepped 
foot on the moon. Born in Norfolk, the eldest of four 
children, we moved to Essex when I was still very 
young and was brought up there. I left school at 16 
to start work in an Insurance Brokers and spent most 
of my working life outside church in insurance. For 
18 months, at the age of 18, I was a volunteer 
worker with the Taize Community in France 
(although to my shame, I speak very little French). I 
was ordained in 2011 after three years part-time 
theological study, leaving a career with an American 
insurance company having specialised in sales, 
marketing, business development and strategy. I’m a 
member of the Chartered Institute of Marketing.  
 

In my spare time I enjoy good coffee and a gin (or 
two) and have a substantial collection of various 
gins. In my previous parish on the outskirts of 
Basingstoke I was the co-founder of the local cycling 
club and a trustee of the community association 
responsible for the creation and delivery of a 
community café. I love listening to music (regrettably 
I’m no musician) of any and every genre and my 
pride and joy is my hi-fi. I enjoy bike riding – both 
with and without an engine and am the proud owner 
of a Honda VFR-800 (my mid-life crisis purchase) as 
well as a beautiful carbon road bike which hasn’t 
been out of the garage enough since I moved here. 
I’m also a long-suffering supporter of Harlequins 
Rugby FC.  
 

As a parish, we recently had a Vision Day to look, 
principally to where we, as a church community, may 
be going. It was a great day and we’re working 
through what we’d like to achieve. Engaging with our 
local community is very high on our list of objectives 
and we want to ensure we live by our core values of 
‘Sanctuary, Nurture, Compassion’ as well as being a 
radically inclusive parish, welcoming all living by the 
values of the Inclusive Church network of which we 
are a part. Over the coming months we will be 
working through what we need to do next to deliver 
on our objectives. One of the main tasks is for us to 
engage more with children and families and to 
improve our communications. I’d be more than 
happy to hear from anyone, so if anyone would like 
to meet me, or get in touch, I’d love to hear from 
you; michael@parishofwmc.org.uk 
 
I’m looking forward to getting to know better the 
community of which I am a part over the coming 
weeks, months and years and in particular the 
Moordown St John’s community.  



       Christmas Performances  

          at Moordown St John’s 

       Reception Year performed ‘A Miracle in Town’  
 

 
Years 1 & 2 performed their 
fantastic Nativity - ’Hey Ewe’  
 
All the children thoroughly 
enjoyed performing to friends 
and family.  They worked 
incredibly hard to make their 
show such a great success. 
 
Here are some photos for you to 
enjoy …. 



Letters / Emails Issued: 
Whole School: Trick Box Workshops 2019 
Samba Club Members: Samba Club Spring Term 2019 
Year 2: Lego After School Club for Year 2 pupils 
 

There is a file containing master copies of ‘Letters Home’ in the 
foyer.  Please request copies from office staff.  

 

And  finally  ...   

   

Headteacher 

Diary Dates  
 

CHRISTMAS HOLIDAY: 
Fri 21 December 2017 to Fri 4 January 2018 (inc) 
(Staff Development Day: Fri 21 December 2018) 

Spring Term starts on Mon 7 January 2018 

TOYS FOR SALVATION ARMY CHRISTMAS 
APPEAL - Thank you for all your kind 
donations of toys and gifts that will be collected 
by the Salvation Army. 

UNEXPECTED SCHOOL CLOSURE ~ 
Should the school need to close unexpectedly 
due to adverse weather conditions, we will 
endeavour to send all families a text 

message. However please do check the 
Bournemouth Council website and local radio websites. 
Please do not ring the school as the telephone lines 
will be overloaded with calls. Thank you 

SWIMMING 2019 
Swimming Lessons will start with  

Year 3 on Monday 7 January in the afternoon.  

Swimming for Reception Year, Year 1 and Year 2 will 
start on Wednesday 9 January.  Please ensure your 
child has their swimming kit and swimming hat in school.   
 

Reminder ~ the children should not wear their 
swimwear under their uniform before swimming. 
 

Suggestion for stocking fillers ~ goggles! 
 

Just a reminder that Year 5 will be having swimming 
lessons on Friday afternoons during the Spring Term.  To 
cover the cost of the lessons we are asking for a voluntary 
contribution of £15.00 per pupil which should be made via 
WisePay.  Please ensure that your child has their 
swimming kit and swim hat in school on Fridays during the 
Spring Term 2019.  
 

 

Booster Swimming ~ Please speak to Mrs Farrow if 
you would like your child to join Booster Swim Classes on 
either Monday (Years 4-6) or Friday (Years 2-3) 
lunchtimes, cost £15.00. 

Reminder to Parents/Carers: If your child has 
an inhaler in school, please check that it has 
not exceeded its expiry date and is brought 
into school for the Spring Term.  Thank you. 

    START THE DAY THE  
SAMBA WAY!  SAMBA CLUB  ~  

Thursdays 08.25 - 08.55 
The Spring Term Samba Club commences on  
Thursday 10 January. Limited places available. 

Please visit  the Clubs & Activities section of WisePay 
where you will find further information.   

Our school milk scheme is  
administered by Cool Milk.   

To register your child for school milk, please  
visit https://www.coolmilk.com/register  

Do you have a child born between  
1 September 2014 and 31 August 2015? 

APPLY NOW TO START SCHOOL IN SEPTEMBER 2019 
Closing date for applications: 15 January 2019 

Apply online at https//enrol.bournemouth.gov.uk 

Congratulations to  
Abigail D, 6R, Jamie G, 6R,  
Daisy H, 6R, Manuki S, 3SH 

for earning over 300 Mme! Bages and 
achieving Emerald Awards. Well done!  

Remember to keep an eye on your total  
Mme! Badges! 

https://www.coolmilk.com/register

