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Dear Parents and Friends,

Our Christmas performances have been a real
delight this year and today’s KS2 Carol Service
at Church rounded off a super week.
Reception Nativity, as always, was magical and the
Years 1 & 2 performance of ‘Baubles’, highlighted
some great singing. So too did Year 6’s Nativity and
talent showcase. It has been great to see so many
parents and grandparents attend the performances and
a big thank you goes to the hardworking staff who have
made it all happen!

REMINDER School finishes
at 12.30PM
on Friday
15 December
No school lunch

Congratulations to
Mr & Mrs Ham who are
expecting their second child
in the summer.

Congratulations to Steve Millar
for winning the prize draw
for the fabulous Christmas cake
designed and made by Mrs Davey.
We have raised
an amazing
£172.00.
Thank you.

THANK YOU ~ The end of term has arrived and I wanted
MSJ 100 Club – Congratulations !
The December Draw Winners are:
1st Mrs S Head (No 4)
2nd Mr Farrow (No 85)
rd
3 Mr S Tomkinson (No 2)
Thank you to everyone who supported
this year’s Christmas Fayre.
We have raised an amazing £2,577.19!!
Thank you to everyone who donated
food for the Fayre, including ~
Angela Qu from Asda, Castlepoint
Gordon & Mark from Lidl, Winton
Sean from Fetch the Drinks
Sally & Carole, Tesco Extra Bournemouth
Dean from Sainsburys Local, Winton
Michelle & Maria at Sainsbury’s, Castlepoint
Happy Christmas to all from the PFA!

to take this opportunity to say a big thank you to all
those parents that have helped with jobs around the school
site.
It has been a busy term with the boat in the adventure playground being refurbished and rubber chippings being laid.
New benches in the swimming pool and picnic benches being refurbished in the main playground. Work has started on
the 'Peace garden' and the mud kitchen.
So, thank you again. I wish you all a Merry Christmas and a
Happy New Year. Steve Tomkinson, Site Manager

LOST PROPERTY COLLECTION

There will be a lost property collection on
Friday 15 December at 12.30pm in the
main playground by Year 2/3 classrooms.
Please come along and
claim any lost property.
Please remember to name all your child’s uniform and
clothing so that items can easily be reunited
with owners.
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A Message from the
Chair of Directors
At the end of another busy term, we can all look forward to the Christmas holiday and look back
on a great year for the school.
The children’s performance in the national tests was brilliant and it was positive to see progress in
children throughout the school. There is a huge amount of work involved in planning, monitoring
and teaching across all the year groups which culminates in these achievements. The children
performed well in the Early Years Foundation Stage, Key Stage 1 and Key Stage 2 against national averages and
notably in Key Stage 2 measured highly in key areas compared with other Bournemouth schools.
The Directors are proud of the children and all the staff for their continued work and effort especially whilst
maintaining and supporting the Christian ethos which underpins the school.
The Directors Learning Walk this term focused on Safeguarding, which is an increasingly broad area of school
governance to ensure children and staff are safe and secure. As well as reviewing procedures and processes, we
observed the staff and children in teaching time and breaks to see evidence of safeguarding in action. We also
spent time in breakout sessions with some children checking with them how safe they feel in the school and how
the school protects them and educates them on safety. We are confident as Directors in the culture and ethos the
school has in safeguarding, but naturally look to strengthen and develop this as new tools become available.
Our Directors’ Board has a mixture of talent and skills which helps us support and develop the success of
Moordown St John’s. There is currently a vacancy on the Board for a Foundation Director. A Foundation Director
can bring different skills to the team, together with a special care for the school’s Christian character. Please tell us
if you know of someone interested in this important role.
The PFA is another vital part of the school family which supports with valuable fundraising and organises lovely
events which are appreciated by us all. The Christmas Fayre last week was a great example of their successes and I
thank everyone involved for their efforts.
Thank you to all the staff and PFA for their energy and endeavour this year and I wish them a well earned break.
Wishing you and your family a Happy Christmas. Andy Swain, Chair of Directors

PE and Sports Round Up - Autumn Term ~ Well what a busy term we have had!

The Girls and Boys Football teams from Year 5 and 6 competed in the Predator Competitions at Littledown
and I was fortunate enough to see all 3 teams compete. Whilst meeting with stiff opposition, I was impressed
with the spirit and enthusiasm of our teams. The girls improved with each game with super goalkeeping by
Abigail D and Isabelle S. The Year 5 Boys narrowly missed out on the semi-finals and proved themselves to
be a powerful and well organised team. The Year 6 Boys played with determination and great team spirit,
also improving with every game. At the Invitation Cup I was immensely proud of the Boy’s Year 6 B team
with strong performances by JJ Dixon in and out of goal! To have other schools compliment you on the
behaviour and sportsmanship of your team is a real credit to the boys and our school.
We have had Football league matches against Winton, Muscliff and Epiphany with the Year 5 Boys securing victory over Winton.
MSJ have also been busy with the local Schools Cross Country League. With dogged determination our runners have steadily improved currently
lying in 10th place out of 21 teams. There were notable performances by Keturah Crease and Charlie White. The final race will be held at Winton and
Glenmoor Schools in the New Year.
In Gymnastics we entered the Dorset Schools’ Tumbling Competition. The Year 4 mixed team arrived on a Sunday morning in November at 7.45am;
the Year 5/6 teams competed at 11am. All the teams were amazing; being supportive and encouraging to each other in a very nerve-wracking
atmosphere. For most, this was their first Gymnastics Competition. I am immensely proud of all our gymnasts. A special mention to Cartel G, Katie P
and Mollie May R for the confident performance of their routines.
I would like to take a moment to thank all the pupils who have competed for the school (I would love to have the space to name you all) and the
invaluable and consistent support of the parents. As always, I have thoroughly enjoyed all the opportunities I have had to be with our pupils at the
different sporting events and I am looking forward to the Spring Term where we have the chance to compete in High 5 Netball and Indoor Athletic
Competitions.
Year 6 Boys Football finished the season on a high, beating Epiphany 7-6. Outstanding performances by all boys!! Mrs Dray

Christmas Performances
at Moordown St John’s
Daily Echo Nativity Supplement ~ The Daily Echo have had such a great
response to receiving nativity photos from schools that they are producing two
20 page supplements to feature all the wonderful photos.
The 1st Supplement will be as planned on Thursday 14th December and will be featuring all the
schools that have sent in photos. The 2nd Supplement due to be printed in the Echo on Friday 15th
December will feature some of the additional photos that were sent in.

Reception Year performed ‘A King is Born’
where some adults are re-telling the Christmas
Story to their children.
“We all enjoyed going on stage and singing the
songs,”Chloe, RF.
“I enjoyed being an angel”, Jack, RW.
“I enjoyed singing all the songs”, George, RF
“I liked saying all my lines loudly.”

Years 1 & 2 performed their fantastic
Nativity - ’Baubles’ on Monday 11 and Tuesday
12 December. It was a re-telling of the
Christmas story with wonderful acting, dancing
and singing from all the children in KS1.
“I was a narrator and I was really proud to be
able to retell the story”, Tabitha, 2S.

“The angel dance was beautiful and that was my
favourite part”, Jack, 2S
“The singing in our performance sounded really
fantastic and my favourite song was ‘Ring out those
bells”, Daniel, 2H

Diary Dates
Fri 15 Dec ~ School ends at 12.30pm (No lunch)
CHRISTMAS HOLIDAY:
Mon 18 December 2017 to Tues 2 January 2018 (inc)
(Staff Development Day: Tues 2 January 2018)
Spring Term starts on Wed 3 January 2018
Do you have a child born between
1 September 2013 and 31 August 2014?
APPLY NOW TO START SCHOOL IN SEPTEMBER 2018
Closing date for applications: 15 January 2018
Apply online at wwww.bournemouth.gov.uk
TOYS FOR SALVATION ARMY
CHRISTMAS APPEAL - Thank you for all
your kind donations of toys and gifts that will
be collected by the Salvation Army tomorrow.
Mrs B’s Baubles ~
Thank you to everyone who bought a
bauble from Mrs B at the School
Fayre. The grand total of her
sales was £156.00. The proceeds
will go to Children in Need.
SportBU Kids at Bournemouth
University, Talbot Campus,
Fern Barrow, Bournemouth BH12 5BB
-Holiday Kids’ Camps (18-22 December 2017)
-Super Saturdays
-Birthday Parties
Come along to our ‘Fun FREE Family Taster Day’ on
Saturday 6 January 2018 between 9am-2pm at
SportBU. Try all of our Super Saturdays, Kids’
Camps and Party activities including bouncy castle,
trampoline, gymnastics, badminton, ballet, Street dance,
Neon Nerf and Garden Games.
www.bournemouth.ac.uk/SportBU/Kids

UNEXPECTED SCHOOL CLOSURE ~
Should the school need to close
unexpectedly due to adverse weather
conditions, an announcement will be made
at half-hourly intervals on the Heart FM
Breakfast Show (102.3FM) from 6am to 9am.
School closures will also be broadcast on Fire
(107.6FM) and Wave (105FM).
Please do not ring the school as the telephone lines
will be overloaded with calls. Thank you.
Reminder to Parents/Carers: If your child has
an inhaler in school, please check that it has
not exceeded its expiry date and is brought
into school for the Spring Term. Thank you.

Letters / Emails Issued:

Year 3: Minecraft After School Club
Reception Year & Year 1: Tecnico Football After School Club
Samba Club Members: Samba Club Spring Term 2018
There is a file containing master copies of ‘Letters Home’ in the
foyer. Please request copies from office staff.
There will be NO SWIMMING on
Wednesday 3 January 2018 for pupils in
Reception Year and Year 1 as work is
being undertaken on the pool during the
Christmas/New Year holidays.
Pool will be re-opening Thursday 4 January 2018

SWIMMING 2018

Swimming Lessons will start with
Year 5 on Friday 5 January in the
afternoon ~ Just a reminder that Year 5 will be having
swimming lessons on Friday afternoons during the Spring
Term.
To cover the cost of the lessons we are asking for a
contribution of £15.00 per pupil which should be made
via WisePay. Please ensure that your child has their
swimming kit and swim hat in school on Fridays during
the Spring Term 2017.
Swimming for Reception Year, Year 1 and Year 2 will
start on Wednesday 10 January. Please ensure your
child has their swimming kit and swimming hat in school.
From Jan 2018 there is a slight change to swimming
times for Class 2S ~ the 1st group will swim from
14.10-14.30pm and the second group will swim from
14.30-14.50pm. This change will alleviate congestion
in the changing rooms.
Reminder ~ the children should not wear their
swimwear under their uniform before swimming.
Suggestion for stocking fillers ~ goggles!
Spaces available in Booster Swimming ~ Please
speak to Mrs Farrow if you would like your child to join
Booster Swim Classes on either Monday (Years 4-6) or
Friday (Years 1-3) lunchtimes, £15.00.

START THE DAY THE SAMBA WAY!
SAMBA CLUB ~ Existing Club Members
please remember to re-register for the Club by
Thursday 4 January 2018.
Please visit your on-line WisePay account, where you will
find further information and the registration form.

And finally ...

PAVILION CAROL CONCERT On 21 November

the School Choir went to the Pavilion Theatre and sang
in front of thousands of people!
In the morning we had a rehearsal and that night it
was the real performance. If you join Choir, you don’t
just get AMAZING opportunities, it’s also great fun!
You get the chance to sing in the Pavilion, in front of
your parents! Since we have been in Choir, our
confidence has improved!! By Emily B and Nadia A, 6G

Headteacher

