
What learning looks like 
in Years 3 & 4



The National Curriculum in Year 3 & 4

• All of the subjects of the National Curriculum are taught.

• Reading, Grammar, English and Maths are the focus for learning in the 
morning.

• Foundation subjects are taught in the afternoon. 

• Cross curriculum links are made between subjects where supportive 
of learning e.g. writing using a Viking theme.

• Within learning we focus on core objectives or skills which are then 
consolidated through other tasks. 



Illustration of our learning

https://m.youtube.com/watch?v=O-UVkVG6bC4

https://m.youtube.com/watch?v=O-UVkVG6bC4


How learning is organised

• All children are exposed to the same key skills.

• Classes are organised into groupings depending on the needs of the 
children.

• Focus groups may change on a daily basis depending on the topic 
taught.

• Once key skills are covered we use different strategies to develop a 
broader understanding and application.
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Assessment

• Marking – teachers mark all the work – we don’t mark every sum – if they 
have got the first 5 right then we know they can do them – look for 
application. Spellings – 3 corrections.

• We use a marking code so sometimes you will see symbols in their writing 
– the children know what these mean!

• We give written or verbal feedback in Maths and English at least once a 
week.

• Assessment – teachers make daily assessments of your child – in their 
books, talking to your child and other adults who work in the classroom. 

• Each half term a more formal assessment will take place to identify skills 
that need more work.





Spelling – spelling patterns in class
• Two patterns a half term

• Lists on Moodle to learn if required

• Dedicated spelling lesson a week to explore the sound, e.g. prefixes and suffixes

• Brainstorm examples

• Discuss meanings

• Dictionary work

• Dictation – teacher says a sentence containing the word and children to write 
down the whole sentence. This is used as part of assessment.

• Spelling activities daily

• Formal spelling tests once a half term.



Spelling – common/tricky words 

• 240 word list divided into sets of 10 words

• Children work at their own pace

• Tested weekly … only move on when applying independently in their 
writing. 

• You don’t get a score – children get a new list when they are ready to 
move on.

• Any common words misspelt in their writing will be recorded and may 
be added onto their list of ten words.



Spelling Assessment Task Spring 2

• You need your spelling sheet and pencil.

• I will read the missing words as per the given script we follow in class, 
you need to write the missing word in the space.

• These words are the new expectations for the end of Spring Term in 
Year 3.



Answers
1. group

2. busy

3. difficult

4. describe

5. grammar

6. disappear

7. February

8. special

9. tongue

10. accept

11. answer
12. fruit
13. completely
14. simply
15. impossible
16. treasure
17. beginning
18. machine
19. mystery
20. vein



Keywords assessment: weekly testing and 
updating as appropriate, targeted dictations. 

• Example:

• Dictation for spelling words check – lists 7 – 8  

• The night began after my great friend Tom came to my house again. I 
couldn’t wait!

• First we thought about what to eat, which turned out to be pizza!

• Then we were really quick getting under our warm blankets before
the DVD started.



How to help with spelling 

• Look, say, cover, write, check

• Rainbow writing

• Words in sentences

• Word searches

• Puzzles and quizzes

• Correcting deliberate mistakes

• Games on the computer

• Child could test adult

• Find spellings in text



What reading looks like in KS2

Developing skills in fiction, poetry and non-fiction: retrieval, inference 
and deduction, understanding of vocabulary and purpose, enjoyment 
and reading for an audience.

Year 3 and 4:

• Three guided reading sessions per week

• Whole class teaching of comprehension 
followed by independent work.

• Individual readers for some children

• Consolidation of phonics for some 
children



How to help with reading at home
• Hear your child read in a quiet place daily. 

• Ask them to predict what they think will happen next. 

• Model reading with expression and enthusiasm.

• Encourage your child to blend sounds together to de-code unfamiliar words.

• Practise word recognition of tricky words.

• Use the pictures to give clues.

• Ask lots of questions during and after based on why, e.g. why did he/she do that?

• Talk about characters feelings and actions.  

• Discuss word-meanings if necessary.

• Retell the story.

The most important role you can play is showing interest and 

enjoyment in the reading process …   

Praise them and make it fun! 



Grammar

• Grammar is taught discretely once a week for a whole lesson.
• Grammar lessons focus on grammar and vocabulary (tenses, clauses, word 

classes, word families, suffixes and prefixes), punctuation and sentence structure 
(using conjunctions, adverbs and prepositions in sentences).

• Children will be taught the skill and then be given opportunities to identify 
examples, add examples then apply it to their written work.

• Writing lessons will build on the grammar skill learnt that week and previous skills 
will be revised continuously.

• Three grammar starter sessions per week will revise the skill with games or 
whiteboard work.





We learn it by…

• Using picture stimuli

• Word drop in – add an adverb to this sentence

• Re-write this sentence starting with a fronted adverbial

• Find specific words in the text and classify them.



Writing

• The main focus of writing is to use and apply skills.

• The areas that we cover are planning, drafting and writing, evaluating, 
editing and performing, handwriting and speaking and listening.

• Writing may focus on a specific genre (story writing, instructions or 
persuasion) or a link to a foundation subject.

• Strong links are made to reading and grammar.

• Real contexts, purpose and audience are also important.



What maths looks like in Key Stage 2. 

Year 3
• Daily maths lessons
• Number and Place Value
• Learning and using times tables x3, 

x4, x8, and using x2, x5, x10
• Reading and writing numbers to 

1000
• Formal methods of +, - (Column)
• Practical methods of x, ÷ (Arrays, 

Grid method, Chunking, Inverse 
operations)

• Word problems

Year 4 
• Daily maths lessons
• Number and Place Value up to 2 

decimal places
• Know all 12  x tables
• Reading and writing numbers to 

10,000
• Formal methods of all four 

operations (Column)
• Word problems



Example problems for Years 3 and 4

• Use the digit cards to make an 
even number less than 500

• What number is halfway 

between three hundred 
and ninety and six 
hundred and ten?2 5 3



The expectation is that by the end of Year 4 
children know all their tables fluently and by 
instant recall.

• Fill in the box to make this 
correct

x 80 =2400

• Fill in the box to make this 
correct

12 x =72 ÷ 2



How to help your child with maths
Application of maths to everyday situations:

• Going shopping – getting your child to add up the cost of items, working 
out the change they will get, working within a budget.

• Weighing ingredients – making cakes, cooking tea.

• Measuring items – look at labels on food packaging for capacity.

• Telling the time – How long is your favourite TV programme? How long do 
you spend watching TV each day/week?

• Spotting numbers (car registrations, house numbers etc) and shapes 
around the environment

• Fractions – dividing chocolate bars, pizza, fractions of numbers

• Multiplication/Division – practising and reciting rhymes/raps, open-ended 
questions



Foundation subjects

• Foundation subject are generally taught in the afternoon as a discreet 
subject.

• When we focus on a ‘Topic’ we clarify to the children what foundation 
subject is involved eg ‘Ancient Egypt’ is History-based, ‘National Parks’ 
is Geography-based.

• Often linked to English eg reading Viking myths.

• Children should understand what each foundation subject involves.

• You can help by asking what your child did in 
Art/History/DT/Geography today/this week!



Any questions?


