
KS2 SATs 

 

MSJ has been preparing for SATs which take place in the middle of May. This 

guide to KS2 SATs  has been compiled to help you understand the tests better 

and help you make sure your child sails through the experience. 

 

What are SATs for? 

 

SATs help teachers learn more about the strengths and weaknesses of 

individual students in relation to a subject. Teachers use the tests to compare 

how well each child is doing in relation to their peers, both in their school and 

across the country. 

The results can also show how a child has changed and improved from one Key 

Stage to another; comparisons between the most and least able children help 

teachers to see which children need support.  

 

Does my child have to take the tests? 

 

In England the Key Stage 2 tests are compulsory for all primary school students 

in Y6, when the children are around 11 years old.  

 

What do the tests involve? 

 

Children are tested only on what they have been learning at school. The tests 

take place on set days in the middle of May, and all the tests added together 

last around five hours. Teacher assessment will cover speaking and listening and 

English writing composition, so your child’s result for English writing will be a 

judgement of their work across Year 6. Your child will sit quietly (in exam 

conditions) to take written tests in reading, grammar, punctuation and spelling, 

maths and arithmetic. 

 

Externally-set KS2 SATs exam papers for English and maths  

 

Year 6 English SATs: 

• English reading: one paper based on reading comprehension of three texts, 

with a total of 35 to 40 questions. 

• The KS2 Grammar, Punctuation and Spelling SATs test covers sentence 

grammar, punctuation, vocabulary and spelling.   

Paper 1 is made up of 40 to 50 short questions covering punctuation, spelling and 

vocabulary and takes 45 minutes; 

Paper 2 is a spelling test with 20 questions and takes approximately 20 minutes. 



 

 

Year 6 maths SATs: 

 

 Maths: Paper 1 is an arithmetic test with about 36 questions and takes 30 

minutes. Papers 2 and 3 are reasoning tests and each take 40 minutes. 

 

How will my child be helped to prepare for the tests? 

 

Your child will have covered all the tested subjects in the classroom. Teachers 

use past papers and sample papers so children can practise on the kind of 

questions they may need to answer, and in the kind of environment in which 

they’ll complete the test. This will help your child feel more comfortable with 

the tests, and teach them good exam-taking habits which they can use 

throughout their education. 

 

Why are teacher assessments used? 

 

Formal teacher assessment is used in addition to the national tests, so your 

child’s progress can be measured by establishing: 

• How children perform in a subject over a longer period of time. The results of 

the tests and the teacher assessments may be different, but they are equally 

important to help build a complete picture of your child’s progress. For example, 

a teacher may feel your child is doing better in a subject as a whole than in the 

parts of the subject covered by the SATs paper. 

 

What are the SATs results, and what do they mean? 

 

Prior to summer 2016, pupils were given their results as a National Curriculum 

level. The average child was expected to get a Level 4 in all subjects in Year 6, 

with some children getting Level 5s and highly able children having the potential 

to gain Levels 6s in their SATs by taking extra papers. 

From 2016 onwards, levels have been scrapped. Instead your child will get a raw 

score (the actual number of marks they got), a scaled score (a converted score 

that allows SATs results to be compared from year to year) and a judgement on 

whether they have reached the national standard expected for a child of that 

age. 

Level 6 SATs papers have been abolished. Now, all children will sit the same 

tests, but they will include some higher level questions designed to stretch the 

most able children. 

 



 

 

When will I get my child’s results? 

 

At the end of the summer term you will be given your child’s results in the form 

of a report which outlines your child’s raw and scaled scores and whether they 

have reached the national standard. The score needed to meet the national 

standard has not yet been announced. Their report will also include teacher 

assessments in the subjects that aren’t tested by SATs. Results are also passed 

on to secondary schools so they can be used in planning for Year 7 teaching. 

 

SATs jargon explained 

 

SATs – short for Standard Assessment Tests or Statutory Assessment Tests 

National Curriculum Tests – the official name for SATs 

National standard – the standard children are expected to reach by the end of 

Year 6 

Raw score – the number of marks your child got in each paper 

Scaled score – a converted score based on your child’s raw score that allows 

results to be compared year on year 

Age-standardised test scores – a system used to inform parents about how 

their child is performing compared with other children born in the same month 

 

Planning a SATs revision schedule 

 

SATs time can be daunting for children. Many Year 6 pupils won’t have 

experienced official exam conditions (sitting quietly, not talking during the 

exam and answering questions on a timed paper) before. They may not 

understand the importance of the exam, and could be feeling anxious about 

their performance.  

While their teachers are preparing children in school by covering the 

curriculum, you can support your child so they approach SATs with confidence. 

It doesn’t have to be dull – try some of our practical tips to help make SATs 

revision interesting for all ages. 

 

Revision time: getting started 

 

It’s worth spending some time establishing what your child’s learning style might 

be. We all have different ways of processing and retaining information. You may 

find that your child prefers visual methods, or that they respond well to 

listening to audio notes, or that they enjoy moving around while they study. 



Visual learners picture information in their heads, for example remembering 

where something is written on a page. To help them engage with what they’re 

learning. We suggest giving your child highlighter pens as they can mark key 

areas with different colours. A good tip is to get your child to try making up 

their own symbols because if they are a visual learner this will really help them 

to remember the facts. Mind maps and diagrams will also help revision. 

 

Audio (or auditory) learners work better by listening rather than reading notes. 

If your child is an auditory learner, get them to try recording their notes so 

they can listen to them in their room or when falling asleep.  Also, try helping 

them recite facts and notes out loud so they can hear and consolidate them. 

 

Kinaesthetic learners like to be physical rather than sitting down and reading. 

Encourage them to move around the room while they recite information or learn 

new material, and try to provide multimedia resources like the computer or a 

video camera to help them study. Mind maps in different colours also help.Try 

out different styles of learning to see which work for your child, and to help 

keep feelings of boredom at bay. Regardless of how your child learns, we 

suggest testing often without access to notes to see what your child recalls and 

what they need to revise. 

 

8 revision boosters to try 

 

1) Draw up a revision timetable together. The odd hour here and there isn’t 

enough to make a real difference. Your child will need a revision plan that is 

realistic and that they can stick to daily, which also includes breaks and meal 

times. Getting the balance right is crucial to your child’s success, as it means 

the difference between calm learning and frantic cramming. 

 

2) When your child is planning his or her study, encourage them to mix up their 

weak subjects and their strong subjects so they don’t do all the difficult topics 

all at once. It’s easy to lose confidence when revising, and focusing on the tricky 

subjects altogether can make kids go all wobbly. 

 

3) Help your child set targets that you know they can reach each day, and tick 

them off as they are achieved. This will help your child feel great, and helps 

them move forward in small, baby steps towards a bigger goal in each subject. 

 

4) Help your child write their own revision notes. Not only will they be easier to 

read and make sense in your child’s own handwriting, but just by writing them 

out, your child is already revising. Encourage your child to write key facts on 



Post-it notes and pop them on the walls. Putting all notes on one side of the 

paper is best as it makes them easier to remember. Make notes short and sharp, 

and keep to the main points. 

 

5) Make up silly mnemonics or rhymes with your child to help them remember 

important dates or facts. 

 

6) Encourage your child to ask for help from friends, family and school if they 

are feeling overwhelmed, confused or unsure. Children should never bottle 

things up; remind them that a problem shared is a problem halved. 

 

7) Regular physical exercise gives the mind and body a break. Suggest a bike 

ride or going out for a walk to get some fresh air and encourage your child to 

have a break so that they come back to their revision feeling refreshed. 

 

8) Approach a subject from lots of different angles. Software, games, 

activities, books, flashcards and practical applications all help – make the 

revision time at home as interactive as possible. 

 

9) Prepare your child with mock exams to help them understand what it is like to 

be in exam conditions. Get your child to complete activities against the clock. As 

they familiarise themselves with the types of questions they may come across 

this will give them the confidence that they can finish the exam in the allotted 

time. Try drawing or acting out answers of difficult concepts such as fractions. 

 

Revising for each tested area 

 

SATs reading revision 

 

• Read outside the book 

A book can be quite intimidating for a struggling reader, so don’t be limited by 

long fictional stories. If they like football, for example, read through a match 

programme or a sports report with them. 

• Create a space to read (for both of you) 

A well-lit, comfortable area will make reading far more enjoyable. Take turns to 

read out loud with your child to encourage them to do the same while improving 

their speaking and listening skills. 

 

 

 

 



SATs writing revision 

 

• Build up the layers 

When writing creatively a child should take a plain sentence then build it up, 

perhaps with a bit of description, then an example or an experience. For 

example, “the girl had curls in her hair” can become “the girl had super-springy 

curls in her hair that bounced around like a jack-in-the-box”. 

 

• Good grammar 

Make sure your child feels confident about using apostrophes, colons, semi-

colons and capital letters correctly. • Handwriting skills, improving pencil grasp 

and bilateral coordination (using two hands – one to hold the paper and the other 

to write) are key to good, efficient handwriting. Help improve your child’s fine 

motor skills and bilateral coordination by getting them to practise picking up 

small objects with tweezers, stringing beads or cutting up or folding paper.  

 

SATs maths revision 

 

• Practice makes perfect 

Use revision materials to understand what mathematical skills your child needs 

for SATs and check they feel confident about applying them. Work through the 

questions with your child until they are answering confidently; you can use the 

marking schemes, in the revision books to check that they are working out the 

answers correctly. 

 

• Test the weak spots 

This goes for every subject. The only way to conquer difficulties is to face 

them head-on. If there is something your child is not good at, work on it. 

• Work in short bursts. You can’t fit it all into your head at once so keep the 

revision sessions down to 20-30 minutes maximum. 

 

• Memory/note-making 

Some children remember things more easily by writing them down, so make 

notes of key points that they can keep in their revision notebook. Fitting notes 

onto one side of paper makes them easier to take in later, so rewrite and cut 

down as you go. Reading notes and important points out loud regularly makes the 

learning more memorable, too. 

 

 • Compose songs and rhymes 

Making a funny song or rhyme out of the material makes it easier to recall from 

memory when exam time comes. This helps to make maths more fun, too. 



The best way to improve memory is to challenge it, so check to see what your 

child can remember without the notes. 

 

SATs study skills: remembering facts and information 

 

Does your child find recalling facts tricky? Help them use these practical 

techniques to make the information stick. 

• Make a picture in your mind 

Write down the fact you are learning and draw a picture to go with it. For 

example, if you are trying to learn your times tables and you keep getting stuck 

on 7x8, try this: 

- Write 7x8 in big, bright colours at the top of your page 

- Draw 7 bags underneath 

- Draw 8 of your favourite sweets in each bag 

- Write a big 56 next to your bags 

- Can you take a mental snapshot of your drawing? 

- Now when you need to know the answer to 7x8 you’ll remember the picture of 

your bags bursting with sweets in your head – and the answer 56. 

 

• Hear, hear! 

Read the information you are trying to learn out loud – this way your eyes and 

ears get the information. You could even record yourself on a phone or MP3 

player so that you can listen again and again. Why not experiment with different 

voices as you read out the information?  

 

• Go sticky-note crazy! 

Surround yourself with the information you are learning. Use colourful sticky 

notes to write and draw the important words and key facts that you are trying 

to remember, and then stick them around your home so you’ll see them 

throughout the day. For example, when you are brushing your teeth you might 

see your picture of a pentagon and quickly remind yourself that it’s a five-sided 

shape. 

Getting your uniform out of the cupboard in the morning? Have a quick look at 

the homophones sticky note on the cupboard door – do you know the difference 

between ‘their’, ‘there’ and ‘they’re’? And there are four quarters in a whole – 

why not practise dividing your breakfast toast to put your fractions knowledge 

into action? Write a fraction facts sticky note and put it on the cereal box to 

help you. 

 

 

 



SATs study skills: highlighting key words 

 

An important study skill is being able to work out which information is most 

important to remember. To help, use a colour highlighter to try to identify the 

really useful and important key words in a text. 

For example, you might decide to: 

• Colour the most important words in red 

• Colour the words that are helpful in pink 

Now copy out a list of your highlighted words and facts. 

 

SATs study skills: identifying one key word 

 

Choosing one key word to unlock lots of information is a helpful way to jog your 

memory and help you recall facts that are linked SATs study skills: creating 

questions 

Thinking about what questions might be asked about a topic is a good way of 

learning more about the subject and finding information about it that you might 

not have considered before. As you study, turn the tables on yourself and be 

your own examiner! 

Ask yourself three questions beginning with these words: 

• What… ? 

• How… ? 

• Why… ? 

Once you’ve written your questions, check you can answer them! Then can you 

think of any areas you could research further? You could also try to draw this 

information in a diagram with labels 

– this will help consolidate the facts in your mind. 

 

SATs study skills: making memory cards 

 

A really useful way of remembering information is to create memory cards. 

Preparing the cards – writing in different colours or drawing pictures on them, 

for example – will help you learn, as will looking through the cards. You can also 

play matching games with them to help you remember definitions and facts. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



SATs study skills: smaller and smaller summarising 

 

This five-step technique will help you identify, condense and learn important 

information about a topic you’re learning about. 

1. Fill a piece of A4 paper with the facts you know about your topic. 

2. Fold the paper in half. 

3. Now fill the smaller piece of paper – you will only have room for the important 

pieces of information. 

4. Fold the paper in half again. 

5. Your paper is now the size of a post card. What are the vital facts you’ve 

learnt? Can you write them down again? 

 


