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Jesus said “Love your neighbour”. Moordown St John’s has a long tradition of 
supporting those in need and our parents and friends give very generously to projects 

and good causes, showing our love and care for others.  Our on-going support of the 
Kinson Foodbank, recent work with the YMCA and helping Bournemouth’s homeless, our 

strong identity as a UNICEF Rights Respecting School, recent support of The Poppy Appeal 
and today’s Children in Need also help us to learn that giving makes a difference.   

Let’s all make a difference! 
Remembrance 2017 ~ Year 6 led a very thoughtful and moving 
Remembrance Service for the whole school last Friday.  Poetry, 
artwork and writing inspired by their learning about WWI focused 
around the 2 minute silence . Thank you Year 6. 

MSJ 100 Club –  Congratulations !   
The  October Draw Winners  are:  

1st  Mrs A Tucker (No 23) 
2nd  Mr M Farrow (No 85)     
3rd  Mrs W Lewin (No 83 ) 

SITUATIONS VACANT     

Lunchtime Assistants Casual posts  
Starting rate of pay £7.97 per hour  
plus a small amount of holiday pay   

Mon - Friday 12.10 –13.25pm/13.40pm 
Closing date for applications: 

Thursday 30 November 
Please speak to the school office for more 

details and to collect an application pack or 
download a pack from the school website: 

www.st-johns.bournemouth.sch.uk   

The school is committed to safeguarding and promoting the welfare of 
children and expects all staff and volunteers to share this 

commitment. Rigorous background checks, including Enhanced DBS 
Clearances, will be undertaken on successful applicants. 

 

Come along to our Christmas Fayre!   
Friday 8 December ~ 5pm to 7.30pm 

A great way to buy your Christmas presents!      

SCHOOL PHOTOGRAPHS 
The school photographer will be visiting us on the 

morning of Thursday 23 November to take pictures of 
the children that were absent on the photograph day in 

October . If you have requested a retake of your child’s 
photograph this will also take place on 23 November. 

Should you have more than one child at this school you 
may request a ‘sibling’ portrait through the school 
office.    Photographs can be ordered by returning  your 
proof card to the School Office.  Alternatively you may order 
online at orders.fraserportraits.com where additional 
download, CD and print options are available.   

Year 6 Trip to Bovington 
Tank Museum 
As part of our learning 
about WW1, Year 6 visited 
the Tank Museum in 
Bovington. From visiting the 
Tank Museum, I learnt that 
the soldiers had to be 
extremely brave as life in 
the trenches was difficult 
for them. We should show respect as many of them died 
for us or were badly injured.  
Ben H 6R 
 

We learnt that in WW1, many men bravely enlisted to 
fight for their country. They thought that the war would 
be over by Christmas and that it was an adventure. 
However, in reality, it carried on for much longer than 
that!  Sophia and Zara 6R 

SAFETY IN THE  
PLAYGROUND REMINDER 

 

Children are not permitted to play 
on the school adventure play 

equipment before or after school, even with 
parent supervision.  Thank you. 



Wow what a wonderful day we had on 
Monday 13 November - the day Pudsey 
came to visit Moordown St John’s! Our 
yellow, fluffy and very friendly visitor 
arrived into our whole school worship time 
to much excitement and delight from the 
children and adults alike! We felt very 

privileged that Pudsey was with us and luckily he was feeling photogenic with his best smile 
ready to take lots of ‘Pudstacular’ photos. On the day, Pudsey posed beautifully to have his 
picture taken with all the children (and staff!), he rambled around the playground at lunch 
time and was very keen to high five and meet all the excited children. He ended his busy day 
at MSJ with a special visit to all the classes in the afternoon. What a wonderful way to start 
our week.  
 

All classes were busy learning about Children in Need and carried out activities in their lesson 
time. Today, Friday 17th, in a swarm of colourful rainbow clothes, a representative from each 
year group shared their learning with the rest of the school. This was a great opportunity for 

the children to reflect and think carefully about the ways we 
can support children in need.  
 

Reception Year wrote super thank you letters to Pudsey and 
will be posting them really soon. Year 1 thought about what 
Children in Need is and designed posters to show all the 
super information they have learned. Year 2 did a lesson on 
feeling included and are designing a poster to help include 
others, especially at playtime, in our school. Year 3 wrote 
acrostic poems using the word Pudsey as their inspiration. 
Year 4 have linked their learning to their RE lessons thinking 
about how Christians show kindness and support to those 
children who are in need. Year 5 thought lots about inclusion 
and ensuring that all children are included no matter what. 
They wrote some very thoughtful letters to children 
offering their support and care. Year 6 thought about the 
similarities and differences of people and how we can 
support the people around us.  
 

All children have put in lots of effort to show an 
understanding of the reasons these children need our 
support and have thought lots about how the money we have 
raised will provide them with a positive opportunity they 
otherwise may not 
have received.  
 

We would like to 
thank you for all your 
kind donations this 
week to support 
Children in Need.   
Miss Siggins 



Removal/Taping of Earrings when Swimming ~ 
May we remind parents that when in the swimming 
pool, pupils who have earrings must either remove 
them or use a waterproof tape called “Nexcare” 
which is available from Amazon.   Please do not use 
plasters as they fall off in the water and become 

stuck in the filters.  Thank you for your understanding.   

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Year 4 Visit to Marwell Zoo ~ As an end 
to our Science topic about vertebrates and 
invertebrates, we visited Marwell Zoo to put 
our learning in to practice.  We looked at 
animal skins and got to touch a hissing  
cockroach and a snake!  We put animals into 
groups such as birds, mammals, reptiles, 
amphibians and fish and when we walked 
around the zoo, we discussed which group 
each animal belongs to.  We had an amazing 
day - it was so much fun!  
By Oliver L and Autumn B, 4SG 

Year 2 Visit to Scaplen’s Court ~ This week Year 2 
visited ‘Scaplen’s Court’ as part of their history learning 
about ‘School’s in the Past’ and specifically in Victorian 
times. We were in character throughout the morning as 
were our very strict Victorian teachers Ms Noble and 
Mr Stern.  
 

On our trip we found out lots of interesting information 
about the equipment used in a Victorian school such as 
slates and chalk and sand trays. The children enjoyed 
using the ink to do some careful writing as well as 
learning how to sew. We even had to go outside and do 
some drill exercises and marching. 
 

It was a very valuable learning experience for the 
children and it gave them a real insight into what school 
was like.    
The children are now 
able to use all this 
information and 
knowledge to help 
them further their 
learning as they have 
experienced first-
hand the environment 
and classroom 
setting of this time.  

THE BIG SWIM  On Wednesday 8 November children from 
Reception Year to Year 2 took part in the National Big Swim Day.  We 
had a water safety lesson with the children learning about beach 
safety flags and where it is safe and not safe to swim.  We also learnt 
how to float in the water if we got tired and never to go into the water 
without an adult within arm’s reach.  Parents - please ask your 
children what they learnt. 
 

The children had great fun, with some asking if we can do the same 
lesson next week!  Mrs Abley 

Christmas Lunches will be served on  
Thurs 7 December & Fri 8 December ~  

The Hot Christmas Lunch for  
Reception Year, Year 1 & Year 2 is on  

Friday 8 December and the  
Hot Christmas Lunch for  

Years 3, 4, 5 &6 is on Thursday 7 December. 
 

Christmas Lunch Bookings can only be made  
online at the Chartwells website. 

 

If you have ordered a hot meal for your child in Reception Year, 
Year 1 or Year 2 for Thursday 7 December, your child will 
receive a Chartwells packed lunch (cheese roll).  Similarly, if you 
have ordered a hot meal for your child in Years 3, 4, 5 or 6 for 
Friday 8 December, your child will receive this packed lunch. 
Please note that the packed lunch will not show up as a 
choice on the Chartwells website, you must select the 
‘Christmas lunch’. 
 

If you choose not to order a hot Christmas lunch/Chartwells 
packed lunch then your child can bring in their own Christmas 
party lunchbox on either Thursday 8 or Friday 9 December 
or both days if they wish.  These can contain festive food and a 
Christmas cracker.  Please note that sweets, fizzy drinks, nut/
seed products, party poppers or silly string products should 
not be included. 



Letters / Emails Issued: 
Years 1-5:  The Wind in The Willows performance  
Years 3-6:  Achieve Portfolio 
Year 3: Visit to St Mark’s Church for Christmas Experience 
Year 5: Visit to Winchester Science Centre & Planetarium 
Gym Team: Gymnastic Tumbling Competition - 19 November 
Pavilion Choir:  Pavilion Concert 
Instrumentalists/Choir: Winter Instrumental Concert -  
Wednesday 29 November 
All Pupils: Christmas Celebration Meals - 7/8 December  
All Pupils: Photographs with Pudsey  
There is a file containing master copies of ‘Letters Home’ in the foyer.  
Please request copies from office staff.  

 

And  finally  ...   

   

Headteacher 

Diary Dates  
 

Sat 18 Nov ~ Church Christmas Market in MSJ hall 
Sun 19 November ~ Gym Team Tumbling Competition 
Mon 20 November ~ Year 3 Visit to St Mark’s Christmas 
 Experience 
Tues 21 Nov ~ 7pm  Bournemouth Schools Music Association    
 Carol Concert at Pavilion Theatre for Pavilion Choir 
Thurs 23 Nov ~ 8.30-9.30am School Nurse Drop-in 
Thurs 23 Nov ~ Catch-Up Photographs 
Fri 24 November ~ Staff Development Day (school closed) 

Wed 29 Nov ~ Winter Concert 6.30pm 
Thurs 30 Nov ~ Year 5 Visit to Winchester Planetarium 
Fri 1 Dec ~ ‘The Wind in The Willows’ performance and 
 workshop for Years 2-5 
Thurs 7 Dec ~ 9.15am Rock Steady Concert 
Thurs 7 & Fri 8 Dec ~ Christmas Hot School Meals  as follows: 
               Thurs 7 Dec ~ KS2: Years 3, 4, 5 & 6  
         Fri 8 Dec ~ Reception Year, Year 1 & Year 2 
Fri 8 Dec ~ MUFTI ‘Non uniform day’ (Christmas Jumper) for 
 tombola at Fayre 
Fri 8 Dec ~ CHRISTMAS FAYRE 
Mon 11 Dec ~ 10.30am Years 1/2 Christmas Performance 
Mon 11 Dec ~ 2pm Reception Year Nativity Play 
Tues 12 Dec ~ 2pm Years 1/2 Christmas Performance 
Wed 13 Dec ~ 10.30am  Reception Year Nativity Play 
Wed 13 Dec ~ 7pm Year 6 Christmas Performance 
Thurs 14 Dec ~ 9.30am & 11.15am KS2 Carol Service 
                         (Classes to be confirmed) 
Thurs 14 Dec ~ PFA Christmas Disco 
Fri 15 Dec ~ School ends at 12.30pm (No lunch) 

CHRISTMAS HOLIDAY: 
Mon 18 December 2017 to Tues 2 January 2018 (inc) 

(Staff Development Day: Tues 2 January 2018) 
Spring Term starts on Wed 3 January 2018 

Do you have a child born between  
1 September 2013 and 31 August 2014? 

APPLY NOW TO START SCHOOL IN SEPTEMBER 2018 
Closing date for applications: 15 January 2018 

FILMING/PHOTOGRAPHY AT SCHOOL EVENTS 

 

As we move further  into the second half of the Autumn 
term, our thoughts turn to the Winter Instrumental Concert 
and the Christmas Presentations/Carol Services. 
 

We are happy for you to take photographs and videos of 
your own children at such occasions as these provide 
cherished memories for all.  However please remember 
that such videos/pictures may also contain images of 
children other than your own and so MUST NOT be 
uploaded online or posted to any social media sites.   
All images must be for private use only.   
 

Thank you for your cooperation in ensuring the continuing 
safeguarding of our children.   

PFA Forthcoming Events 
Thursday 23 November ~ Movie Night 

Thursday 14 December ~ Christmas Disco 
    RY, Y1 & Y2: 4pm-5pm  Y3-Y6: 5.15pm- 6.30pm 

SAFEGUARDING MATTERS ~  ATTENDANCE 
This school is committed to ensuring that pupils have 
the best opportunities to achieve their academic 
potential.  One of the ways of doing this is to monitor 
attendance.  At last week’s meeting we were 
delighted to notice that our whole school attendance 
for 4 Sep - 20 Oct was 97.17%, which is fantastic 
news.  Well done everyone!   
 

If your child is unable to come to school please 
telephone or text the office ~ ideally before 9am. 
Being absent without providing a reason is a 
safeguarding concern.  If we are unable to make 
contact with you we may need to make further 
enquiries and commence Child Missing Education 
procedures.   Please help by ensuring you always let 
us know the reason for any absence and by 
ensuring you keep us informed of any changes to 
your contact details.  If you haven’t already 
checked and returned your Update Form, please do 
so asap.   
 

For information, the national expectation is that each 
child will achieve 96% attendance.  Letters are being 
issued to families where attendance is lower than 
expected.   Article 28   Every child has the right 
          to an education 

          2017 St John’s Church Christmas Market ~  
           SATURDAY 18 NOVEMBER 10.30am-2pm  

in Moordown St John’s School Hall 
Please come along and join in the festivities.  

        Refreshments, Tombola, Visit Father Christmas, Raffle, Stalls. 
Admission: 50p 

BOOK CLUB with Mrs Lane 
open to Year 3 pupils until Christmas 
12.40pm-1.10pm  Reading together, writing 
reviews, colouring a picture about your 

story. Please bring paper and crayons/felt tips.  
Children should have their lunch before the club. 

A SCHOOL NURSE ‘DROP-IN’ SESSION  
will be held in the Meeting Room on  

Thursday 23 November at 9.00am ~  
If you would like to discuss anything in confidence, the 

School Office will be pleased to make an appointment for you. 


