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        Dear Parents and Friends,  

  What a terrific end of Christmas term we have 
had and the pupils and staff have really excelled 

themselves with some top notch performances 
from EYFS ‘Away in a Manger’ and Years 1 & 2 in 

their ‘’Christmas with the Aliens’ presentation.  For 
the first time, Mr Grinsted, Miss Roberts and  

Mrs Stammas organised a very impromptu Christmas 
Nativity, Carols and Sketch Show for Year 6 parents, which turned out to be spellbinding!  

Today’s Carol Services at the church were also very special and some super singing and 
reading could be heard.  Well 

done to all pupils in KS2, their 
teachers and Mrs Matthews for 

taking the lead.  We are certainly in  
a festive mood here at MSJ!! 

 

 

Year 6 Christmas Review ~ Year 6 entertained their 
parents in festive style with talented sketches and 
performances all on a Christmas theme. 

LOST PROPERTY COLLECTION 
There will be a lost property collection on  

Friday 16 December at 12.30pm in the main 

playground by Year 2/3 classrooms. 

Please come along and claim any lost property. 

Please remember to name all your child’s uniform and 

clothing so that items can easily be reunited  

with owners. 

REMINDER - 
School finishes 

at 12.30PM  
on Friday  

16 December 
No school lunch 

Congratulations to BLUE Team  
on winning this term’s TEAM Trophy!   

Together everyone achieves more 
 

‘At MSJ we encourage children’s respect for 
human rights, as well as respect for parents, other 
cultures and the environment.’ UNCRC Article 29 

 

Thank you to everyone who supported this 
year’s Christmas Fayre.   

We have raised an amazing £2,490.76 
which will be well spent in supporting your 

child’s learning environment. 
 

Happy Christmas to all from the PFA! 

Swimming for RY, Y1 & Y3 will start 
on Wednesday 4 January when the 
children return to school.  Please 

ensure your child has their swimming kit and swimming 
hat in school.  Thank you. 
 

Swimming Lessons: Year 5 on Friday afternoons ~ 
Just a reminder that Year 5 will be having swimming 
lessons on Friday afternoons during the Spring Term.  
To cover the cost of the lessons we are asking for a 
contribution of £15.00 per pupil which should be made 
via WisePay.  Please ensure that your child has their 
swimming kit and swim hat in school on Fridays during 
the Spring Term 2017.  Thank you. 

 

Congratulations to  

Ella-Louise in 1B for 

winning the prize draw  

for the fabulous Christmas 

cake designed and made  

by Mrs Davey. An amazing 

£240 was raised! A huge thank 

you from the PFA. Farewell and ‘Take Care’  
Mr Rawlings ~ After 15 years in 
service as the School Caretaker,  
Mr Rawlings is retiring this Christmas.  
No more early mornings, call-outs in 
the middle of the night, swimming pool 
problems and dreams about toilet 
brushes are a thing of the past! 
 

We all wish you a very long and happy 
retirement and thank you for taking care of us! 



                                                             A Message from  
                                                      the Chair of Governors                     
 

 Christmas is nearly upon us and I look back on a successful, vibrant year in Moordown St John’s. The 
children’s performance in the national tests was fantastic and all the staff and those associated with the 
school should be proud of their achievement. We ranked in the top 3 schools in Bournemouth in 
many of the key areas, which although not being the primary aim, is a sign that educational excellence 
is thriving.  These results were achieved by embedding the new national curriculum and refinements in 
teaching methods which have taken a lot of hard work and effort. 
 

As Directors we look to monitor and support education and the Christian Ethos of the school. This 
term, as part of our role we completed a learning walk to see some of this work. In the spring term we plan to look at 
the Church school ethos and worship, and as part of this we will be asking for parents’ views in a survey.  
 

We welcome Nathan Thomas, who has been elected a new Parent Director and I thank him and all our Board for their 
commitment.  It goes without saying that all ideas and feedback from parents, staff, children and the local community 
on any improvements which will benefit the children are gladly received by us. 
  

There is still space on the Board for a Foundation Director. A Foundation Director can bring different skills to the 
team together with an especial care for the school’s Christian character. Please tell us if you know of someone 
interested in this valuable role. 
 

I am pleased to announce that Simon Cull, friend and previous Chair of Governors has agreed to be our fifth Member 
of Moordown St John’s Academy Trust. He is also a Director of the Bournemouth Septenary Trust, and brings valuable 
experience and insight to the members board. 
 

The official opening of the new swimming pool in October was a special day for the school. It was lovely to see so 
many of the school community both past and present together to celebrate the new facility. I thank everyone 
associated with the project and we should be proud of the leadership and team work involved as well as the finished 
result. The dedication of the PFA was also instrumental in this and together with the Christmas market are great 
examples of their great efforts to continually support the school. 
 

Thank you to all the staff and PFA for their energy and endeavour this year and I wish them a well earned Christmas 
break. 
 

Wishing you and your family a Happy Christmas. Andy Swain, Chair of Governors 

SAFEGUARDING MATTERS ~ Given the publicity regarding the football enquiry into safeguarding, we would like to reassure parents 
that all clubs or activities run by the school and/or held on our premises are subject to robust safeguarding checks, including Enhanced 
Clearance through the Disclosure and Barring Service.   We would also like to remind parents to be vigilant when choosing a club or activity 
for their child.    The NSPCC Child Protection in Sport Unit has a lot of useful information for parents  https://thecpsu.org.uk/help-advice/related
-information/information-for-parents-and-carers#what-to-look-for-in-a-sports-club   
The Poole Family Information Directory also has guidance about questions to ask when looking for a club or activity for your child http://
www.poolefamilyinformationdirectory.com/kb5/poole/fis/advice.page?id=i187Jeb1r7M&category=1     
If you have any safeguarding concerns please contact our Designated Safeguarding Lead, Mr Peter Herbert, Headteacher.  Adults 
with concerns or suspicions about the safety/welfare of a child can contact the NSPCC helpline on 0808  800 500, by emailing  

help@nspcc.org.uk or by going online to nspcc.org.uk/helpline  

Autumn Term Sports Report ~ It has been a very 
busy term of sport at MSJ. With the assistance of  
Mrs Dray (our Sports Specialist), we have been able to 
offer a wider range of clubs than ever before, including 
running, hockey and gymnastics alongside our regular 
netball and football clubs. Our new KS1 and KS2 
“Activate” clubs have given pupils the chance to make 
smoothies, learn new games and take part in Yoga. The 
focus with competitive fixtures has been on football and 
cross country. Our Year 5 team excelled at the Predator 
Tournament, only losing one match to the eventual 
winners. In our leagues, the Year 6 boys and the Year 
5/6 girls have acquitted themselves very well with a wide 
range of children being given the opportunity to 
represent the school. Likewise, in cross country, the 
dedicated practice running around Redhill Park in the 
cold and dark is clearly paying off! After Christmas, our 
focus will turn to the Netball League and participation for 
the first time in the Indoor Athletics League.  
 

This term the whole school enjoyed our YMCA multi- 
sports day where children were given the opportunity to 

participate in less mainstream sports. Coaches from 
AFC Bournemouth have also been coming in to work 
with our Year 5’s and students from Bournemouth 
University sports courses have been assisting with 
Games/PE lessons and clubs.  
 

With the completion of the new swimming pool, children 
in Year 6 have been able to enjoy this activity as part of 
their games lessons. Year 5 will benefit from this new 
facility in January and then Year 4 in the summer term.  
Finally, with the help of our newly trained “Bronze 
Ambassadors”, we are hoping to be able to offer more 
active lunchtime opportunities after Christmas following 
the purchase of new equipment such as the basketball 
posts.  A trial run at the end of this term saw a positive 
response from most pupils.  
Thank you to all children who have shown excellent 

commitment to clubs throughout the term and to parents 

who have offered help, support (and transport!) at 

fixtures.  Thank you also to the PFA for their continued 

support of sport at MSJ.  Mr Dunsford 

https://thecpsu.org.uk/help-advice/related-information/information-for-parents-and-carers#what-to-look-for-in-a-sports-club
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‘Away in a Manger’ performed by Reception Year 

children  

This week Reception Year performed their Nativity called 

‘Away in a Manger’.   
 

Maurice the donkey was shocked to see different animals 

eating from his manger and was amazed to see that the 

baby Jesus had been born in his stable too.  The children 

looked lovely in their costumes! 

 

Daniel enjoyed it when the stars danced, Lucas liked 

singing all the songs, Binta liked all the dancing and Tyler 

enjoyed all the people coming to watch the performance! 

Years 1 & 2 Presentation, “Christmas with the Aliens” 

 

       Christmas Performances  
at MSJ 

The aliens landed at MSJ this week for the KS1 

Nativity performance “Christmas with the Aliens”.  The 

children worked so hard and put on a fantastic 

performance. 

 

The costumes were great and all the children looked 

out of this world. 

The singing was amazing and all the children 

sang loud and clear! 

 

“I really enjoyed singing all the songs”, 

Daisy 2F 

 

“The music was really enjoyable”, 

Daniel 2F 

 

“The aliens did a really good job and I loved 

listening to their funny lines”, Grace 2S 



Letters / Emails Issued: 
Reception Year: ‘Fabulous Festivals’ Party- Fri 6 January 2017 
All Parents/Carers:  Feedback on Online Parent Booking System  
Online Survey     

Letters Home can be found in the Parents Course on ‘Moodle’ . 
There is a file containing master copies of ‘Letters Home’ in the foyer.  

 

And  

finally  ...   

     
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 

Headteacher 

  Head Teacher Commendation Awards 
are presented on Fridays during the 

MORNING assembly from 9am. 
Head Teacher Commendation Awards  

have been presented to:  
Esther W, 5M, Noah B, 5SG,  
Lillia E, 5SG, Reuben D, 6R 

  

Well Done  and  Congratulations !! 

 

Diary Dates for Dec/Jan 2017 

 

Fri 16 December: School ends 12.30pm  
(NO LUNCH) 

 

Spring Term starts on Wednesday 4 January 2017 
(Staff Development Day: Tues 3 January 2017) 

Reminder to Parents/Carers: If your child has 
an inhaler in school, please check that it has 
not exceeded its expiry date and is brought 
into school for the Spring Term.  Thank you. 

Hot School Meals for the Spring Term may be ordered 
online now via the Chartwells logo on our website.  If your 
child is entitled to Free School Meals, please order a hot 
meal for Thursday 19 January, even if you intend sending 
in a packed lunch, as this will help our funding. Please 
see ‘Funding’ letter which will be sent home separately. 
The deadline for ordering meals for the first week back at 
school will be Sunday 25 December.  The deadline for 
ordering meals for Thursday 19 January will be Sunday 8 
January. Thank you. 

    START THE DAY THE SAMBA WAY!  
SAMBA CLUB  ~ Open to Years 2~6   

Club meets on Thursdays 8.25am - 8.55am 
£1.00 per session on  

Thursdays 5, 12, 19 & 26 January and 2 February 2017 
Please pay in advance via WisePay, where you will also find  

further information and the registration form.   

Free and subsidised 
school milk ~ 
Milk is available FREE 
OF CHARGE for children 
aged under 5 years and 
at a subsidised rate for 
over 5 years. Register 
your child for school milk 
at www.coolmilk.com 
(Leaflets available from 
school office) 
Free school milk will be 
available to those pupils 
entitled to free school 
meals as a result of 
parental income.   

May we remind parents/carers that dogs 
should not be brought into the school play-
grounds. Many thanks. 

The MarvellousMe app has been updated, which has resulted in some parents 
needing to log in again to their app.  If you have already joined up, you do not need to 
use a join code again. You should just tap 'Log in' and enter the email and password 
you normally for MarvellousMe. 

 

If you have forgotten your login details, you can reset your password yourself, or contact the Help 
Centre at www.marvellousme.com. 

We will let you know about all the new features in the New Year, so we can kick 2017 off 
marvellously! 

We are delighted to welcome  

Mr Jerry Craven as our new 
afternoon School Crossing Patroller 

in Victoria Park Road.  Mr Craven 
will be starting his afternoon patrol 

from w/c 30 January 2017. 

 

 

MSJ 100 Club –  
Congratulations !   

The  December Draw 
Winners: 

   

1st Mrs Denise Castle (No 66) 
2nd Mrs Heather Emerton (No 31) 

3rd Mrs Clare Vine (No 51) 

Year 4 Visit to 

The Natural 

History 

Museum ~  
On 24 November, 

Year 4 went to 

The Natural 

History Museum 

in London.  We learnt from how 

volcanoes were made, to actually 

feeling an earthquake!  We had an 

awesome time and hope to go again. 

4B and 4H split into groups to spend 

time at the museum.  We found out 

about different animals as well as 

their food.  By Aoife and Layla, 4H       
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